Program to prevent child abductions highlights day :

By JOE MAHER
IFrmn'fr- Repoafer

COBLESKILL — They liled past the booth
-in Progresaland. moms and dacds with kids in
tow, 1o get A free head-and-shoulders photo-
graph and fingerprints.

Chikd abduction is & parent's nightmare,
but it happens 73,000 times a vear in the Unit-
a4 Biates. according to statistics compiled by
thie Ferteral government.

“We're also going o events like this to get
the message oul” said Dave Martin of Al-
bany. a corrections officer at the Coxsackie
Correctional Facility.

Rudy the SMART Fox, the maseol for
Smarl Means Abduetion Registration Train-
ing. was #l the Cobleskill Sunshine Fair
Thursday to fingerprint and pholograph chil-
dhren.

In the event of an abduction, & recent pho-
{0 and (ngerprints aften prove invaluable,

said officials from NYCOPRA. the unbon that
represents egrrections afficers and other
state law enforcement personnel.

The unton. the New York Corrections Ofi-
fers and Police Benevolent Assoclation,
runs the SMART program, The group's goal is
to présent the program (o every kindergarien
and first grade clazs in (e slale.

The three-point message | simple:

® Check with a parent or adult before

! poing anywhere,

& Use the buddy system; and

#® [l zomeone makes vou feel uncomfort-
able, leave and tell an adult.

Kids af the fair were amused by Ruody, who
Martin safd teaches the 8-minule program
that NYCOPBA takes o elementary schoals,

“The kids interact with Rudy. We're ba-
gically trying to gel the kids aware of abdue-
tions and o know the Fules,” Martn gaid,

The reaction (rom parents was avarable,

“I think it's a wonderful program.” said

Tanya Southwoarth of Woreester, who had her
G-wvear-old daughler, Brandy, printed and
phodographed

"People have o be aware betauss it's al-
ways going on, This way, the kids are proteet-
ed,” Southworth sald,

“It's a real good program.” Martin added.
"IV's gond, salid training. We hammer home
thie rles.”

Martin =aid there aro a eouple other bene-
fits too: Kids learn that they can trust a pers
& wearing a uniform, and the program I8
also good public relationg for theunion,

Another Coxsackie corrections: officer,

Stephen Humphrey of Middleburgh, said the
union’s SMART campaigh will be back af the
fairon Sunday.

Humphrey encouraged fnterosted pa'mnr.a
o tell their ehildren's beachers ab

free rrﬂﬂa Anyong. whe #
schedule the SMART proges

guul may call the NYCOPBA
in Albany &t £07-1581.
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