“SLIM" is at the left as Peter Laudicina, a corrections officer from
the Eastern Correctional Facility in Ulster County, introduces him ta
Assemblyman Ranaid Canestrari, D-Cohues. To Ganestrari’s right is

PRISON: Students get an inside look
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tion program founded by the
MNew York State Correctional
Officers & Police Benevolent As-
sociation and COPS-CARE.,

They didn'r yull in the kids'
faces like some “scared straight”
programs. Teachers did tell kids
to quist dnwn or doled out a
stern stare after a harbed quip
caused sume girls to gigale.

“Ihe officers tried o impress
on the kids that prison is not only
dangrerous but belitling to the
individual. They stressed that the
students have choices not to
drink and drive or do drugs now,
or they can end up like Slim.

“If you make the wrong choic-
&5 now, vou will lose the chance
1o make any chodces for vour
selves if you come to ns,” Coun-
tryman said, “In prison, we will
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If you make the wrong cholces now, you will lose the
chance to make any chelces for yourselves if you come to
us. In prison, we will tell what to do, when to do it and
how to do it.
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tell what to do, when to do it and
how o doit.”

Officers showed kids a collee-
tion of dangerous weapons that
inmates make from spoons,
toothhroshes and even soup can
lids. They showed them how
officers lock np a prisoner with
handentfs and leg irons and dis-
played pietores of the standard 6-
by B-fout cells with tvo people
and ome  stainluss-steel  woilex,

wich nu seat.

“You have to sit right on the
bowl?,” one reenager yelled out
in disgust.

“You bet, and you have no
privacy from your bunkmare vr
anyhoily passing by your edll,”
Lanclicina said.

Slowly, itsank in.

“Prison is not like what you
muy see on television or in the
movies,” Laudicina said,
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a display of dangerous weapons that prison inmales make from
spoons, toothbrushes and even soup can lids.

at the inside

The kids were also surprised to
find out that of the 70,49 prs-
oners in state correctional facili-
ties, 13,000 are hetween 16 and
24 yearsofage.

After the program, Country-
man said the frustration of ther
job spurred him and Laudicing vo
start the traveling program foor
Fedrs ago.

“We are seeing kids in the
prison population getting youn-
ger and younger, and we realized
‘Hey, somerhing’s not working
here,’ " Councrvman said.

Although the kids laughed at
Slim, the officers said the manne-
quin works,

“We gn back 1o & place, the
kids always ssk how Slim is do-
ing, whether he’s out yet,”
Countryman saicl. “Slim sticks in
their minds.”




